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THESE  findings  were  pre- 
pared by  a committee  of 
twenty-one  appointed  by  the 
Cleveland  Conference.  They  were 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  dele- 
gates present.  While  obviously  not 
attempting  to  outline  plans  these 
paragraphs  present  a general  con- 
ception of  the  scope  and  possibili- 
ties of  the  Movement,  while  clearly 
recognizing  its  natural  and  neces- 
sary limitations. 


Findings  of  the  Cleveland 
Conference 


XKT  E are  impressed  with  the  providential  character  of 
* the  steps  and  events  leading  up  to  this  meeting  at 
Cleveland.  We  reverently  recognize  what  we  believe 
to  be  the  leadings  of  the  Divine  Spirit  in  this  Inter- 
church  World  Movement. 

We  believe  that  the  magnitude  and  the  urgency  of 
the  present  duty  of  the  Christian  church  to  carry  the 
gospel  to  all  men  and  to  all  life,  call  for  the  greatest 
possible  measure  of  effective  cooperation  among  the 
churches. 

We  are  convinced  that  the  spirit  of  life  and  of 
common  service  which  is  now  abroad  among  the 
churches  needs  for  its  expression  and  for  its  use  such  an 
instrumentality  as  the  Interchurch  World  Movement 
provides. 

We  welcome  this  Movement  as  providentially  pre- 
senting to  the  evangelical  churches  and  organizations  of 
America  an  unprecedented  opportunity  for  cooperative 
effort  to  serve  the  whole  world  unitedly,  effectively, 
and  in  the  Spirit  of  Christ. 

It  seems  to  us  to  be  of  extraordinary  significance 
that  it  should  come  into  being  at  a time  when  the 
cataclysm  of  the  world  war  has  prepared  the  minds 
of  men  for  religious  impressions,  thrown  down  the  bar- 
riers to  missionary  advance  and  created  an  atmosphere 
favorable  to  the  review  and  readjustment  of  industrial, 
social  and  international  relations,  in  accordance  with 
the  teachings  of  Christ. 


TITE  commend  the  proposed  method  of  basing  the 
program  of  action  upon  facts  to  be  ascertained  by 
means  of  comprehensive  and  careful  surveys.  We 
understand  that  these  surveys  will  not  only  cover 
those  fields  commonly  classified  as  “missionary”  but 
will  include  all  evangelistic  effort;  the  religious  nurture 
of  children;  the  enlistment  and  special  preparation  of 
youth  for  life  service;  the  educational  system  of  the 
churches  at  home  and  abroad — general,  theological,  vo- 
cational and  professional;  philanthropic  institutions — 
hospitals,  orphanages,  asylums  and  child- welfare  agen- 
cies; the  means  for  the  support  of  the  ministry  in  re- 
tirement, as  well  as  in  active  service;  and  the  contribu- 
tion of  the  church  to  the  solution  of  the  definite  social 
and  industrial  problems  of  the  new  day  of  readjust- 
ment and  reconstruction. 

We  believe  that  upon  such  a foundation  of  estab- 
lished fact  the  churches  and  organizations  with  which 
we  are  severally  connected  can  unitedly  appeal  to  the 
Protestant  constituency  of  America  in  support  of  a 
program  large  enough  and  wise  enough  and  practical 
enough  to  command  the  prayers,  the  money  and  the 
dedication  of  life  sufficient  to  man,  equip  and  spiritually 
energize  the  Movement,  whose  aim  is  nothing  less  than 
to  make  the  Divine  Christ  ruler  of  the  hearts  and  lives 
of  all  men. 

We  are  persuaded  that  close  and  trustful  coopera- 
tion in  such  a movement  will  weaken  no  true  and 
worthy  loyalty  to  denominational  duty  but  will  re- 
quire the  fullest  contribution  which  each  body  can  make 
in  the  line  of  its  own  distinctive  responsibility. 


T°  meet  the  natural  and  proper  inquiries  of  our 

churches  as  to  the  character  and  purpose  of  the 
Movement  we  deem  it  wise  to  state:  that  the  Inter- 
church  World  Movement  is  a cooperative  effort  of  the 
missionary,  educational  and  other  benevolent  agencies 
of  the  evangelical  churches  of  United  States  and  Can- 
ada to  secure  the  necessary  resources  of  men  and 
money  and  power  required  for  these  tasks;  that  it  is 
a spiritual  undertaking  of  survey,  education,  and  in- 
spiration; that  it  is  an  instrumentality  of  cooperation 
and  coordination  of  administrative  agencies,  designed 
to  serve  and  not  to  supplant  them. 

It  is  this  positive  character  of  the  Movement  that 
we  desire  to  exalt.  At  the  same  time,  to  prevent  mis- 
apprehension, we  affirm  our  definite  understanding 
that  this  is  not  an  ecclesiastical  movement  nor  an 
effort  at  organic  church  union.  It  will  not  disturb  the 
autonomy  or  interfere  with  the  administration  of  any 
church  or  board.  Neither  will  it  undertake  to  ad- 
minister or  to  expend  funds  for  any  purpose  beyond  its 
own  proper  administrative  expenses.  It  has  a definite 
and  temporary  mission.  It  will  not  duplicate  or  conflict 
with  other  denominational  agencies.  It  does  not  as- 
sume responsibility  or  authority  in  questions  of  church 
or  missionary  policy,  recognizing  that  these  belong  to 
the  cooperating  agencies  and  organizations.  And  we 
disclaim  all  statements,  by  whomsoever  made,  con- 
trary to  this  declaration  of  principles. 

We  believe  that  the  churches  need  not  fear  to  trust 
to  the  fullest  extent  such  a cooperative  effort  created 
by  their  own  agencies  and  responsible  to  their  control. 


TN  this  endeavor  unitedly  to  survey  their  common 
task  and  together  to  enlist  the  resources  for  its  ac- 
complishment, we  see  an  opportunity  for  all  our 
churches  to  bring  to  bear  upon  the  needs  of  our  nation 
and  of  the  world  the  full  measure  of  their  Christian 
conviction  and  devotion,  with  no  compromise  of  our 
denominational  trusts  and  distinctive  principles  and 
no  confusion  of  our  individual  responsibilities.  This 
Movement  makes  possible  our  unreserved  cooperation 
in  an  effort  where  each  body  gives  itself  to  the  common 
service  and  in  accord  with  our  Lord’s  promise,  finds 
itself  again  enriched  in  the  common  life  and  strength- 
ened with  new  power. 


FINDINGS  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  CLEVELAND  CONFERENCE 

Emory  W.  Hunt,  Chairman 


G.  M.  Matthews 
Charles  E.  Miller 


W.  B.  Anderson 
A.  E.  Armstrong 
Frank  L.  Brown 
Helen  B.  Calder 


William  E.  Chalmers 


W.  E.  Gardner 
Mrs.  Ida  Harrison 
James  R.  Joy 


C.  S.  Nash 
W.  F.  Oldham 
W.  C.  Pearce 
Frank  M.  Sheldon 
James  S.  Snowden 
Robert  E.  Speer 
Warren  S.  Stone 
Luther  E.  Todd 
Fennell  P.  Turner 
Charles  L.  White 


E.  F.  Willis 


See  also  the  following  additional  leaflets  regarding  the 
Interchurch  World  Movement: 

No.  4.  “Its  Origin,  Purposes  and  Plans.” 

No.  8.  “Its  Organization,  with  Suggestions  for  Its  De- 
velopment and  Methods  of  Operation.” 

No.  11.  “What  It  Is.”  (Contains  names  of  the  Gen- 
eral Committee.) 
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Findings  of 
the  Cleveland 
Interboard 
Conference 

A.  p r i 1 30  — May  1 


INTERCHURCH  WORLD  MOVEMENT 
of  NORTH  AMERICA 


111  FIFTH  AVENUE 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


The  Significance  of  the  Cleveland 
Conference 


THE  Cleveland  Interboard  Conference,  of  April 
30-May  1,  1919,  largely  representative  of  the 
official  denominational  boards  and  societies,  was 
a memorable  gathering  of  over  500  men  and 
women  closely  and  officially  connected  with  the 
home  and  foreign  missionary  work,  and  benevo- 
lent boards  of  the  evangelical  churches  of  North 
America. 

It  may  be  said  to  have  marked  the  culmination 
of  the  preparatory  stages  of  the  Interchurch 
World  Movement. 

Here  the  idea  of  the  Movement  was  threshed 
out;  every  angle  was  considered;  questions  were 
asked  and  freely  answered. 

The  conviction  at  Cleveland  was  unanimous 
that  the  Interchurch  World  Movement  was  provi- 
dential, necessary  and  imperative.  This  convic- 
tion was  expressed  in  the  findings  of  the  meeting, 
which  were  brought  in  by  a special  and  thor- 
oughly representative  committee  of  twenty-one 
persons  and  which  were  unanimously  adopted. 

While  obviously  not  attempting  to  outline 
plans  these  paragraphs  present  a general  concep- 
tion of  the  scope  and  possibilities  of  the  Move- 
ment, clearly  recognizing,  however,  its  natural 
and  necessary  limitations. 


Findings  of  the  Cleveland 
Conference 


are  impressed  with  the  providential  char 


acter  of  the  steps  and  events  leading  up  to 
this  meeting  at  Cleveland.  We  reverently  recog- 
nize what  we  believe  to  be  the  leadings  of  the 
Divine  Spirit  in  this  Interchurch  World  Move- 


ment. 


We  believe  that  the  magnitude  and  the  urgency 
of  the  present  duty  of  the  Christian  church  to 
carry  the  gospel  to  all  men  and  to  all  life,  call 
for  the  greatest  possible  measure  of  effective  co- 
operation among  the  churches. 

We  are  convinced  that  the  spirit  of  life  and  of 
common  service  which  is  now  abroad  among  the 
churches  needs  for  its  expression  and  for  its  use 
such  an  instrumentality  as  the  Interchurch  World 
Movement  provides. 

We  welcome  this  Movement  as  providentially 
presenting  to  the  evangelical  churches  and  organi- 
zations of  America  an  unprecedented  opportunity 
for  cooperative  effort  to  serve  the  whole  world 
unitedly,  effectively,  and  in  the  Spirit  of  Christ. 

It  seems  to  us  to  be  of  extraordinary  signifi- 
cance that  it  should  come  into  being  at  a time 
when  the  cataclysm  of  the  world  war  has  pre- 
pared the  minds  of  men  for  religious  impressions, 
thrown  down  the  barriers  to  missionary  advance 
and  created  an  atmosphere  favorable  to  the  review 
and  readjustment  of  industrial,  social  and  interna- 
tional relations,  in  accordance  with  the  teachings 
of  Christ. 
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YY/E  commend  the  proposed  method  of  basing 
’ * the  program  of  action  upon  facts  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  means  of  comprehensive  and  careful 
surveys.  We  understand  that  these  surveys  will 
not  only  cover  those  fields  commonly  classified 
as  “missionary”  but  will  include  all  evangelistic 
effort;  the  religious  nurture  of  children;  the  en- 
listment and  special  preparation  of  youth  for  life 
service;  the  educational  system  of  the  churches 
at  home  and  abroad — general,  theological,  voca- 
tional and  professional ;philanthropic institutions — 
hospitals,  orphanages,  asylums  and  child-welfare 
agencies;  the  means  for  the  support  of  the  min- 
istry in  retirement,  as  well  as  in  active  service; 
and  the  contribution  of  the  church  to  the  solution 
of  the  definite  social  and  industrial  problems  of 
the  new  day  of  readjustment  and  reconstruction. 

We  believe  that  upon  such  a foundation  of 
established  fact  the  churches  and  organizations 
with  which  we  are  severally  connected  can 
unitedly  appeal  to  the  evangelical  constituency  of 
America  in  support  of  a program  large  enough 
and  wise  enough  and  practical  enough  to  com- 
mand the  prayers,  the  money  and  the  dedication 
of  life  sufficient  to  man,  equip  and  spiritually 
energize  the  Movement,  whose  aim  is  nothing  less 
than  to  make  the  Divine  Christ  ruler  of  the  hearts 
and  lives  of  all  men. 

We  are  persuaded  that  close  and  trustful  co- 
operation in  such  a movement  will  weaken  no 
true  and  worthy  loyalty  to  denominational  duty 
but  will  require  on  the  other  hand  the  fullest  con- 
tribution which  each  body  can  make  in  the  line  of 
its  own  distinctive  responsibility. 


4 


rT10  meet  the  natural  and  proper  inquiries  of  our 

1 churches  as  to  the  character  and  purpose  of 
the  Movement  we  deem  it  wise  to  state:  that  the 
Interchurch  World  Movement  is  a cooperative 
effort  of  the  missionary,  educational  and  other 
benevolent  agencies  of  the  evangelical  churches 
of  United  States  and  Canada  to  survey  unitedly 
their  common  present  tasks  and  simultaneously 
and  together  to  secure  the  necessary  resources 
of  men  and  money  and  power  required  for  these 
tasks;  that  it  is  a spiritual  undertaking  of  surv  y, 
education,  and  inspiration  and  financial  appeal; 
that  it  is  an  instrumentality  of  cooperation  and 
coordination  of  administrative  agencies,  designed 
to  serve  and  not  to  supplant  them. 

It  is  this  positive  character  of  the  Movement 
that  we  desire  to  exalt.  At  the  same  time,  to  pre- 
vent misapprehension,  we  affirm  our  definite 
understanding  that  this  is  not  an  ecclesiastical 
movement  nor  an  effort  at  organic  church  union. 
It  will  not  disturb  the  autonomy  or  interfere  with 
the  administration  of  any  church  or  board. 
Neither  will  it  undertake  to  administer  or  to  ex- 
pend funds  for  any  purpose  beyond  its  own  proper 
administrative  expenses.  It  has  a definite  and 
temporary  mission.  It  will  not  duplicate  or  con- 
flict with  other  denominational  agencies.  It  does 
not  assume  responsibility  or  authority  in  questions 
of  church  or  missionary  policy,  recognizing  that 
these  belong  to  the  cooperating  agencies  and 
organizations.  And  we  disclaim  all  statements, 
by  whomsoever  made,  contrary  to  this  declara- 
tion of  principles. 

We  believe  that  the  churches  need  not  fear  to 
trust  to  the  fullest  extent  such  a cooperative  effort 
created  by  their  own  agencies  and  responsible  to 
their  control. 
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IN  this  endeavor  unitedly  to  survey  their  com- 
A mon  task  and  together  to  enlist  the  resources 
for  its  accomplishment,  we  see  an  opportunity  for 
all  our  churches  to  bring  to  bear  upon  the  needs 
of  our  nation  and  of  the  world  the  full  measure 
of  their  Christian  conviction  and  devotion,  with 
no  compromise  of  our  denominational  trusts  and 
distinctive  principles  and  no  confusion  of  our  in- 
dividual responsibilities.  This  Movement  makes 
possible  our  unreserved  cooperation  in  an  effort 
where  each  body  gives  itself  to  the  common 
service  and  in  accord  with  our  Lord’s  promise, 
finds  itself  again  enriched  in  the  common  life  and 
strengthened  with  new  power. 
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